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TWO CENTS.

MR. PAYNE IS HERE

———— e

'To Take Oith as Pestmaster General
Wednssday.

T e
CALLED ON THE PRESIDENT TODAY
Declines to Talk Now on Postal
Matters.
WIHAT IS EXPECTED OF HIM
o vy €. Payne of Milwankee, who has
b elected by President Roosevell to
suce el Charles Emory Smith as Post-

er General, arrived in Washington last
. He expeets to be inducted into of-
tice Wednesday

morning and to take the

oath of office in the eablnet room at the
House at 10 o'clock. It will be ad-

ersd by a justice of the Suprems

and Mr. Payne will immediately take
charge of his department. With Mr=. Payne

il her niece, Miss Loulse Van Dyke
Jones, he has taken apartments in the
ington, where the party intends to re-

in & month or longer. Mr. Pavne plans
pos=ibly to rent a house here and establish
his wife and nlece” as the mistresses of a
new eablinet home.

As soon as possible after his arrival at
Arlington. whieh was about 8 o'clock
vesterday evening, the new Postmaster
Genernl and the retiring head of the de-
partment came together for a cenference
on postal affairs. They had been together
only a few minutes when they left the ho-
tel, wialked to the residence of Senator
Spooner and included him in thelr discus-
sion. This morning Mr. Payne received
several senators and representatives in the
lobby of the hotel, went to the White House
and paid his respects to the President, and
gave the remaining time to Mr. Spooner.
He expects to become acquainted with the
present situation in the Post Office Depart-
ment between now and Wednesday morn-
ing.

Lhe

No Tdea on Postal Matters.

“l have no idea on any postal matier,’
he sajd a reporter for The Star this
morrning. “My private affairs have occu-
pied me recently to the exclusion of every-
thing else. 1 have heen so rushed in ar-
ranging for my journey to Washington that
I have been unable even to think of the
Post Office Depariment.  Accordingly, 1
have no inclination to talk department af-
fairs for publication, and 1 have not done
=0,

“Some one misquoted me recently as an
ardent advocate of penny postage. It
seems Lo me ]hil: penny ]HIS'{.‘igP if‘ U!}!_\' i |
question of time. 1 believe in it to that ex-

tent. But it Is a guestion of time. and
musi be approached from that point of
view.

“On ai] other subjeets which have been
brought 1o my attention by interviewers I
haven't even an opinion. 1 don't know
whether or not there are to be any changes
in the post office force. 1 have no opinion
as to the abuse of second-class mail mat-
er. I am not intimately acquainted with
the rural free delivery system. About the
only thing I have decided is that my sec-
retary is to come to Washington and re-
main with me here.

“Mre. Payne and Miss Jones will be with
me permanrently, but they are to return to
Milwaukee temporarily in the course of the
next few days."

His Knowledze Understood.

Notwithstanding his disavowal of all
deas on postal matters Mr. Payne is be-
ieved to have brought to his new office a
very complete knowledge of the Post Office
Department. For ten years he served as
postmaster of Milwaukee, and his admin-
istration of that office is said 10 have been
uniformly successful and progressive in the
‘Xtreme. He has been frequently quoted In
his home papers as a consistent supporter
luring the term of that service of any rea-
sonable plan to lessen the abuse of the sec-
ond-class mail privilege. His administra-
tion of the Post Office Department is con-
sequently expected to be based upon a mest
practical knowledge of the operation of
post offices and to include several radical
xtensions of the service.

AFFAIRS AT TUTUILA.

Commander Sebree Reports Matters
Generally Quiet.

Commander 1. Sebree, commandant of
the United States naval station at Tutuila.
ler date of Pago-Pago, Samoa, has made
4 report to the Navy Department in regard
to that station, =aying that matters are
generally qulet.  Since he assumed com-
mand, in November last, he has visited the
Islands of Manua and Olesega and the vil-
lage Leone, in Tutuila. as well as some of
the villages on Pago-Pago bay. Commander
Sebree says sickness Is prevalent among
the natives, most of whom are suffering
from influenza. Good progress is being
made in road-making by the natives, men,
women and children being employved, but
in some Instances the work has been re-
tarded by sickness,

The commander say= while he was at Ma-
nua, 216 guns that were turned over to the
authorities about a vear ago were paid for,

cach native receiving a little over £11 for
his weapon.

ul

COMMANDER BULL'S INJURIES.

Believed That He Will Be Able to Re-
turn to Duty Eventually.

The statement that Lieut. Commander
J. H. Bull of the navy, who was severely
injured by a fall from the dome of the
government building at Buffalo last sum-
mer. has been recommended for retire-
ment on aceount of his Injuries was er-
roreous. On the contrary, the examining
board reported that while Commander
Bull was not at present capable of active
scrvice there was nothing to indicate that
his injuries were permanent. The board.
therefore, recommended that he be allowed
10 go to the naval hospital at New York
for treatment. His friends predic: that
he will recover his health In a short time
and be able for any dutly that may be as-
signed to him.

THE ILLINOIS LEAVES DRY DOCK,
Froposed (all lll_ Pensacola Will Have
to Be Omitted.

The big battle ship Illinois has just come
out of the floating dry dock at the New Or-
leans naval station, having successfully
demonstrated the possibilities of that struc-
ture. The lllinois has been detalned so
long in the Mississippi waliting for the dock
that the department has been obliged to
change its plans in respect to her move-
ment=s. It will be necessary to omit the
call at Pensacola which had been promised
to the Florida people, and instead the ship,
after touching at Havana for coal, will pro-
ceed directly north to Newport News. It was
intended that she should join the North At-
Iantic squadron at Culebra for a short time,
but under the termsa of the contract with
the builders what is known as the two
days’ sea trial must be had very soon and
the ship must be thoroughly inspected by
the board of inspection to make sure that
the contractors do not escape any proper H-
ability for deterioration. When this Inspec-
tion is over the Illinois will be put in s.ape
for further serviee, and it is expected that
she will be one of the American warships
present at the coronation ceremonies. .

.congressional naval committees asking au-

CONFERENCE OF SATURDAY

MUCH SPECULATION ABOUT IT AT
NAVY DEPARTMENT.

Neither Admiral Taylor Nor Capt.
Clark Will Speak of It—Question of

Rewarding Oregon Commander.

The simultaneous appearance of two of
the Santlago war captains at the White
Hoyse Saturday and conference with the
President to the exclusion of all other par-
sons for a considerable time gave rise to
much speculation at the Navy Department.
Rear Admiral Taylor, one of the par-
ticipants in the conference, commanded the
Indiana during the battle of July 3, and he
ig soon to become chief of the navigation
bureau. Capt. Clark of the Oregon, an-
other party, was summoned to Washingion
from Philadelphia, where he has been act-
ing as governor of the naval home, It 18
apparent that the conference had been
arranged in advance, and, indeed, tha:
much is admitted. But beyond that it was
impossible to secure any statement from
the participants as to what took place in
the conference. Admiral Taylor and Capt.
Clark were both visibly embarrassed when
pressed for information on that point, and
were obliged to refer all inquirers to tae
President. The two officers were so deenly
engaged with the President when lunch
time arrived that the conference was con-
tinued during that meal. At {ts conclusion
they went over to the Navy Department to
see Secretary Long. They were not sent
for In that case, but there also the seal of
secrecy was imposed, and nothing could pe
learned as to what happened. Secretary
Long. like the others, declined to answer
any questions as to the meaning of the con-
ferences, even as to whether they had any
bearing on the Schley case,

To Reward Capt Clark.

The President is considering wayvs and
means of further rewarding Captain Clark,
who commanded the Oregon during the
Spanish war, for his exceptional services
therein. It is held that the Navy Depart-
ment has exhausted the possibilities of the
law authorizing the promotion or advance-
ment by numbers of officers who distin-
guished themselves in the Spanish war, so
that if Captain Clark is to be further re-
warded in a substantial manner that must
be accomplished through some select detail
In duty or through special legislation.
Standing No. 8 on the list of captains in
the pavy, Captain Clark is not, under the
ordinary rule, eligible to command a great
naval station, and the opinion prevails at
the Navy Department that Congress will
be asked for authority to promote him to
the grade of rear admiral without prejudice
to the officers who stand above him on the
list of captains.

HEADS OF STAFF DEPARTMENTS.

Secretary Root's Interpretation of the

Army Heorganization Law.
Secretary Root will inform the Senate
committee on military affairs in response
to a request for his views on the subject,
that according to his interpretation the pro-
visions of the army reorganization law reg-
ulating the filling of vacancies in the heads
of staff departments, require that vacancies
in the office of chief of engineers shall be
filled by appointment from officerssof that
department, but in the case of all other
staff departments vacancies in the head
shall be filled by defail for a term of four
years, and that the limitation of such de-
tails to officers “‘not below the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel” applies only to details
mwade from the army at large outside of the
particular department affected. Secretary
Root helds broadly that any officer of a
siaff department (except the engineers) is
eligible for detail as chief of that depart-
ment, for a term of four years, without
regard to rank, and, consequently, that the
detail of Captain Crogler as chief of the
bureau of ordnance was entirely regular
and proper under the law. It will be point-
ed out that the office of chief of engineers
is expressly exempted in the army reor-
ganization law from the provisions of that
law regulating to four yvears' tenure and de-
tail from the army at large. It is ex-
pected that Secretary Root will communi-
cate his views on the subjeet of staff ap-
pointments to the Senate committee in a
day or two in order that the committee may
act on the nominations of General Gillespie
a8 chief of engineers, General Davis as
judge advoeale general and General Crozier
as chief of ordnance.

RECORD OF THE SCHLEY COURT.

Secreiary Long Asks for Authority for
Printing More Copies.

Secretary Long has written a letter to the

thority for printing copies of the proceed-
ings of the Schley court of inguiry for dis-
tribution. *The department,” he says, *‘is
in receipt of numerous requests from mem-
bers of Congress, libraries, organizations
and individuals for coples of the proceed-
ings of the Bchley court of inquiry, to
which it has uniformly replied that the
proceedings of the above-mentioned court
will probably not be printed for general
distribution unless Congress should author-
ize same, but that if such authority should
be given, and an application is submitted
at the proper time, the department would
be pleased to consider same.. The cntire
proceedings are in stereotype form at the
government printing office and it is re-
quested that Congress authorize the print-
ing of 500 coples of the proceedings for the
use of the Navy Department, and such
number of coples for the House and Sen-
ate, respectively, as may be deemed necec-
essary and expedient."”

DREDGING OPERATIONS SUSPENDED.

Work Remaining to Complete Fo-
tomae River Improvements.
According to Col. Allen, the engineer offi-
cer in charge of the improvements of the
Potomac river, the fellowing work is re-

quired to complete the approved project:

The dredging or redredging of the Vir-
ginla and Washington channels and of the
tidal reservoir, the raising of the remainder
of the reclaimed area to the required
height, the completion of the sea wall In
the reservoir and raising a portion of the
wall along the Washington channel, the
consiruction of the reservolr inlet gates
and the completion of the training dike on
the right of the Virginia channel above the
Long bridge.

Col. Allen says that the operations In the
lower Potomac have been suspended on -ac-
count of the ice in the river until the open-
ing of the working season in the spring,
and that the available balance is too small
to undertake further dredging operations
in the Washington and Virginia channels
opposite this city. During the past month
a large quantity of desirable earth was de-
posited on Potomac Park by private par-
ties under permit, without expense to the
United States,

Train’s Mail Burned Up.

An entire mall, made up from polnte in
the west, and consigned to post offices in
Virginia and West Virginia, was destroyved
by fire in the wreck which occurred last
Tuesday on the Norfolk and Western rail-
road near Glenalum, W. Va.

When Gov. Gen. Wood is Expected.

Gov. Gen. Wood of Cuba on his last visit
to Washington announced to several of his
friends, among others President Roosevelt,

that he would return about the middle of |
January. It I= understood unofficially that

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

FGov. Crane of Massachusetts &lls on

the FPrasident.

THE PHILIPPINE TARIFF BILL

Pacific Coast People Want Free

Intercourse.

e

SOME OF TODAY'S CALLERS
—_—— ——

Governor Crane of Massachusetts, who
was Invited to enter the cabinet as Secre-
tary of the Treasury, =aw the President this
morning while Mr. Payne and Senator
Spooner were with the chief executive. Sen-
ator Spooner talked over some important
legislation with the President. The Wis-
consin senator has taken the same high
rank in the estimation of President Roose-
velt he held in that of President McKin-
ley. His ability was quickly seen and ap-
preciated by Mr. Roosevelt, who frequently
consults with him. The President admires
Senator Spooner’'s aptitude for keeping a
close mouth and trusts him with some of
the maost Important secreis of the admin-
istration.

They Want Free Interconrse.

Senator Mitchell and Representatives
Tongue and Moody of Oregon, had a talk
with the President today about legislative
affairs of interest to their state. Senator
Mitchell 18 not pleased with the Philippine
tariff bill reported by the ways and means
committee of the Housze, and gave the Pres-
ident his views of what ought to be done
in this direction.

The President has decided upon,the nom-
ination of George W. Biber as receiver of
the land office at Oregon City, Oregon.

Senator Simon of Oregon also saw the
President during the day. He says the
people of Oregon, and apparently of the
entire Pacific coast, do not want a high
tariff on Philippine goods coming to this
country. “They think there ought to he
free intercourse between the two coun-
tries, taking the position that the Philip-
pines are now part of the United States.

It is stated that this feeling is gaining
headway on the coast and is so strong as
to be recognized by congressional repre-
sentatives of Pacific coast and western
states,

Visits From Cabinet Officers.

Secretary Gage talked to the President
this morning about offices under the treas-
ury that must be filled. Secrviary Long
presented Mr. Gargan, a friend from Bos-
ton, and Postmaster General Smith pre-
sented J. G. Darlington, the president of
the Union League Club af Philadelphia.
Mr. Darlington extended the President an
invitation to attend the annual banquet of
the club on “Founders' dav,” in November
next. The President did not aceept the in-
vitation this far in advance, but he wiil
probably go.

New Mexico Nominations.

Delegate Rodey and wolomon Luna re-
publican national committeeman of New
Mexico, had a conference with the Presi-
dent today about some appointments for
the territory. As a result of the confer-
ence the President will probably send to
the Senate in a few days the following
nominations: Receiver of public money at
Las Cruces, Henry D. Bowman, reappoint-
ment; register of the land office at Santa
Fe, Manuel R. Otero, reappointment: regi-
ister of the lund office at Roswell, Howard
Leland. 2

Capt. Loefller’'s Birthdny.

Capt. Charles D. Loefller, the veleran
doorkeeper of the President's room at the
White House, celebrated his sixty-fifth
birthday yesterday. The interest of the oc-
casion was increased by the fact that the
day was al¢o the anniversary of the birth
of his son, Carl A. Loefiler. The day was
appropriately celebrated.

Capt. Loetfler went to the White House as
doorkeeper to President Grant, and has
held that position through every adminis-
tration since. Prior to that he served with
Secretary Santon and in the United States
army. He was a private soldier under Fitz-
hugh Lee before the outbreak of the civil
war, and was stationed at Fort Sam Ious-
ton, San Antonio, Tex., when the war be-
gan.

Some Idaho Nominations.

The terms of R. Z. Cozier, United States
attorney of Idaho; Joseph Perault, mar-
shal; the pcstmaster at Boise City and
the surveyor general have expired or will
expire in the next few days, and the Idaho
republicans are here to make recommenda-
tions. Ex-Senator Shoup saw the Presi-
dent and presented Judge D. W. Stanrod,
republican national committeeman: A. I,
Caldwell, Indian agent at Fort Hall, and
Geo. Nicolas Ifft, editor of the Tribune at
Pocatello.

Ex-Senator Shoup says he has turned
over the distribution of patronage to Judge
Standrod, who will see the President in a
few days to make some recommendations.

Quention of Forest Reserves.

Representative Lacey, chairman of Llhe
House committee on public lands, had a
talk with the President about legislation
for the protection of forest reserves and
the game In these preserves. Representa-
tive Lacey intends to draw up a bill cov-
ering the recommendations of the Presi-
dent on these subjects in his first annual
message. The question all along has beun
as to what power the United States could
exercise over the reserves and the game
within them. An opinion was sought from
the Department of Justice, and the fresi-
dent and Mr. Lacey have both received
copies of this,

The opinion of Attorney General Knox
covers all the phases of the question. Mr.
Knox gives some practical suggestions as
to the need of certain legislation and holds
that forest reserves being situated within
a territory of the United States, the fed-
eral legislative power is ample,

The opinion treats at length the question
of the government’'s authority over these
reserves and concludes: ‘'As to the public
lands within a state the government has
all the rights of an individual proprietor,
supplemented with the power to make and
enforce its own laws for the assertion of
these rights and for the disposal and full

and complete management, control and
protection of its lands."”
Continuing, Mr. Knox says: *“I am de-

cidedly of the opinion that Congress may
forbid and punish the killing of game on
these reserves, no matter that the slayer is
lawfully there and Is not a trespasser. If
Congress may prohibit the use of*the re-
serves for any purpose, it may for another,
and while Congress permits persons to be
upon and use them for various purposes,
it may fix limits to such use and occupa-
tion und prescribe the purpose and objects
for which they shall not be used,

““After considerable attention to the whole
subject 1 have no heslation in expressing
my opinion that Congress has ample power
té forbid and punish any and all kinds of
trespass upan or injury to the forest re-
“serves, including the trespass of entering

upon or using them for the killing, capture | sioner

says, 18 the preservatlon of game, and a|

or pursuit of game."
The object of ail state laws, Mr.

national law would not interfere with the
state laws, as both loek to the
He is of opinlon that an interstate.com-
merce law to prevent the shipment of any
Aive or dead animals, or their skins, as a
inadequate. .

he will be in Washington about January 20.

“I would suggest, In view of the exist-

-

ing law as to arrest withdfit a warrant,
whether it would not be well to give mar-
shals and their deputies and the superin-
tendents, supervisors, rangers and other
persons charged with the protection of these
reserves power on the publie lands, In cer-
tain cases approaching ‘hot pursuit,” to ar-
rest without warrant. YVery often the place
of illegal acts Is so far from the office of
any magistrate and the ‘means of communi-
cation such that before: formal complaint
caln be made and an offid¢er with a warrant
sent there the offenders are beyond suc-
ceesful pursuit.”

The Attorney General suggests that a
clause should be inserted .in any legisla-
tion enacted making it an offense to be on
any public reserve with the intent to kill
or capture any game. 3
Imterview With .&-Illn‘_-&or Choate,

Joseph H. Choate, United States ambas-
sador to Great Britain spent nearly half an
hour with the President this merning, among
other things bidding him farewell bhefore
going back to England. The President
talked for some time, it is said, about the
representation 6f this ceuntry at the cor-
onation of the new king, and discussed

with Mr, Choate the various persons he
has under consideration for that-honor.
An Indianapolis Nemination.

Representative Overstréet saw the Presi-
dent this morning about the renomination
of Collector H. A. Young at Indknapolis.
The President will give Mr. Young another
four years.

Represgentative Daytonr saw the President
with George Washington] the last of the
Washington family born at Mount Vernon,
and G. W. Z. Black. Thése West Virgin-
ians wanted to pay thelr respects.

Judson Lyons, register of the treasury,
W. A, Piedger and several eolored leaders
of Georgia had an interview with the Pres-
Ident to request the renamination of M. B.
Morton as postmaster at Athens, Ga. Mor-
ton is a colored man who has a good record
in his office. e

Several Florida politiclans saw the Pres-
ident today. The latter hasg received a long
document from Alabama, making charges
against L. J. Bryan, who was recently re-
nominated as marsghal of one of the Ala-
bama districts. The charges are accom-
panied by affidavits, and an attempt is
being made to have the nomination defeated
in the Senate. ! .

CALLED ON SECRETARY LONG.

House Naval Affairs Committee Went
to the Navy Department.

The members of the House committee on
naval affairs, headed by Chairman Foss,
called on Secretary Long at the Navy De-
partment this morning to 'pay their re-
spects, In accordance with the regular cus-
tom of that committee of visithhg the Navy
Department near the béginnimg of every
segsion on a social ecall. The'members of
the committee made the'acgmaintance of
Mr. Darling, the new ad#istafit sccretary,
and a number of other o alg whom some
of them had not met,

COMMANDER BARIYY WEPORTS.

Says There is Nothing 'Serfous in the
Situation at NeWwehwang.
Secrctary Long received }.he following ca-
blegram this morning from Commander Ed-
ward B. Barry of the gunbbat Vicksburg, in
answer to the department’s inguiry regard-
ing the recently reported elash between the
sailors of that vessel an@ Russian soldiers
at Newchang: o
i ’ “YINGEAT.
“Secretary of the Navy, Waghington: =+
“Nothing serious; crew orderly.
“BARRY."”

THE PHILIPPINE TARIFF.

Houxe Hlll‘l?oushlerﬂl by Republican
Senntors.

The republican members of the Benate
committee on Philippines had a conference
today and considered the House tariff bill.
The principal subject undgr discussion was
a proposition to make al reduction of 15
per cent on goods coming’from the Philip-
pines Lo the United States. No agreement
was reached and there is a divergence of
opinion as to the propositibn. It is ex-
pected that an agreement wlll be reached
:l\'hr-u the full commitiee ;meéts on Thurs-

ay.

URGENT DEFICHENCY BILL.

It Postponed Conrerqn‘ot' on Districg
_\ppropr!ntlnﬂl-,

Owing to the need of jmmediate action
on the urgent dcﬁc!enéy'Lppmpriation bill
the conference on the District appropria-
tion bill which was to Have taken place
this morning between the Commissioners
and the House subcommittee on appro-
priations was postponed ahd the committee
devoted itself to the urger.ﬂl bill. Treasurer
Roberts and other government officials were
heard on various items to be included in-this
bili. The pressing need several branch-
es of government work] which is being
crippled . on account of the lack of funds
Is the cause of the haste ¢n the part of the
committee. The Washington navy vard, for
instance, is obliged to keep 500 men on fur-
lough for the reason thatg its appropriation
for running expenses is almost exhausted.

The District bill will dgubtless be taken
up as soon as the urgent flefielency bill has
been put in shape. deficlency esti-
mates make a total of §4,§84,008. The larg-
est item is for the Treafury Department,
being $3,120,688. ° An jtegn of $47,350 is in-
cluded in the estimates! for the District
of Columbia—$45,600 137_53: new books for

(el

the city library and $1,750 for the salaty of
the new insurance commigsioner.

War Den-rtmem{chanse-.

Changes have been made in the War De-
partment as follows: ;

Appointments by cert!_ﬂ&mon of the civil
service commission—Officd of the adjutant
general: Horace G. Bejtz of Pennsylvanla,
clefk at $1,000; office of the chief of engi-
neers, Willlam A, Wansl¢ben of Mary-
land, draftsman at § 060. -

Appointments by tpafiefer  from other
departments—Office of - the guartermaster
general, James H. . Wili&m gr.. of Geor-
gla, clerk, at §1,000, by tdans from copy-
ist, Navy Department; §ffice”of the com-
missary general, Williamf A. Zellers of the
Pistrict of Columbia, asgistafit messenger,
at $720, by transfer  fre elevator eon-
ductor, $720, State, War and Navy Depart-
ment building. -

Promotions—Record a
Frederick I. Dean aof .
at §1,000, to clerk, at
surgeon general, George
District of Columbia, fre
to clerk, at $1,400; Arth
the District of Ceolu
$1,200, to clerk, at $1,40
shal of California, from 000, to
clerk, at $1,200; James C. .?!cConnell of
?f‘i?.b from clerk, at ﬁm, to clerk, at

] . [

Trouble Passed at :uh

Agent Clifford, tn charge’ of the _
River agency, Mont,, itelp hed the com-
missioner of Indian aff yesterday-that
he had been forced to ask for a.dstach-
ment of cavalry from Fort Xeogh en ac-

count of trouble at the agemey. He sald
the Rosebud Indiang were éxcited, but gave

e

Tongye |

THE PANAMA CANAL

Further Investigation by the Senate
Commitiee.

M. LAMPRE QUESTIONED CLOSELY

Senator Morgan Says He Would
Not Have It Anyway.

WHAT WAS DISCLOSED

-

A meeting of the committee on inter-
oceanic canal was held at 11 o'clock this
morning. M. Edouard Lampre, secretary
general of the Panama Canal Company.
and M. Jules Boeufve of the French em-
bassy were present, and the Investigation
begun on Saturday into the propesition of
the Panama Canal Company was contin-
ued. The questions -asked today were
largely in further explanation of matters
that were covered at the meeting on Sat-
urday. M. Lampre was particularly ques-
tioned this morning in regard to the rights
of the French people who are stockholders
in the Panama Canal Company, and in re-
gard to the assets of that company. Facts
relating to the Panama railroad, which is
owned by the Panama Canal Company,
were developed and the enormous divi-
dends declared on the stock of that com-
pany, which, it was declared, amounted
to 34 per cent on the capitalization, were
gone into.

The committee adjourned at 12 o'clock
with an understanding that it would reas-
semble at 2 o’clock tomorrow afternoon,
when both M. Lampre and M. Boeufve will
be present to answer any further questions
that may be considered desirable by the
members of the committee if a further ex-
amination should be decided upon.

* Upon the adjournment of the meeting
Senator Morgan, chairman of the commit-
tee, went over the report of testimony
taken Saturday with M.. Lampre in order
that the latter might make such corrections
as he des'red. This testimony of Saturday
covered about 175 (ypewritten pages. and
the work of reading it over and suggesting
corrections censumed two or three hours,

Nothing Definite to Offer.

The result of the investigation has been
to discover that the representative of the
Panama (.‘a.na; Company has nothing of a
definite nature to offer the United States
gevernment in regard to the sale of the
Panama canal plant. He could only say
that the ent're plant would be turned over
to the government for $40,000.000, and that
written Instructions and a formal offer to
thiz effect were on the way to this country
from France.

When asked by Senator Morgan whether
the $40.000,000 would secure all the asscts
of the Panama Canal Company he replied
that it would. When further asked if it
would secure the cash in the treasury of
that eompany he said it would not include
the cashr = v

Senator Morgan to a Star reporier ex-
pressed himself as satisfied that the prop-
osition to-turn over the Panuma canul
property to the United States was merelyv
a movement In the Interests of procrasii-
nation, and he did not helieve it would re-
sult in anything desirable, and, in fact, he
was convinced that for very many reasons
this country could not afford to accept the
Panama Canal Company at any price, or
for nothing at all becausge In so doing It
would destroy the interest of many thou-
sands of Frénch people who are stockhold-
ers In the Panama Canal Company, and
might bring on a difficulty between this
country and the French government.

The testimony has satisfied Senator Mor-
gan that the canal company has kept alive
a pretegse of building a canal at Panama
for the purpose of Keeping the project alive,
22 that it might be sold to the United States.
When asked whether the Panama Canal
Company intended to complete the canal,
M. Lampre replied “No.” When asked
whether that company did not see a gond
thing in the United States government as
a purchaser for Its unfinished canal when
the time should come, M. Lampre did not
reply. It was evident that he did not like
the character of questions that were being
asked him by Senator Morgan. Senator
Morgan was very candid in his conversa-
tion with the representative of the Panama
Canal Company during the investigation
and showed that he could not think the
proposition to sell the Panama canal to this
government for $40,000,000, when it was for-
merly offered for $109,000,000, and declared
to be worth fully that amount, was in keep-
ing with a falr treatment of the stockhold-
ers and the bondholders of the Panama
scheme. He remarked that when a man
invests his money in a corporation in this
country he has protection which would not
permit the sale of such corporate interests
in the manner in which it I8 now proposed
to sell the Panama canal to the American
government.

Senator Morgan's Valuation.

“I wouldn’'t give you 3714 cents for your
canal,” sald Senator Morgan. “You know
as a Frenchman that the French republic
and the American republic have been
frlendly for over a hundred vears, France
came to our assistance when we were

fighting our battle for independence against
Great Britain. France In all the years
that have followed has never levied tribute
nor declared war against us. As you have
indicated, there are 500,000 Frenchmen who
hold Interests great or small in the Panama
Canal Company. This government cannot
afford to make enemies of these 500,000 and
their children, relatives and friends by buy-
ing something which under our laws we
have no. right to buy without the full con-
sent of every man Interested, even though
-he has but a franc's interest in the con-
‘cern. When I say I would not give 37l
cents for the Panama canal I mean that I
would not take it under any clrcumstances,
‘because it would not be fair to those who
have thelr money invested In the com-
T

DA: stated, Senator Morgan s satisfied
that nothing can come of the offer of the
‘Panama canal to this government for $40, -
000,000. The representiative of the company
could not indicate anything regarding the
‘terms of the sale, whether it would be in
cash or on time or what, if any, conditions
would be attached to it, further than the
mere statement that the canal in its present
condition would be turned over to this gov-
ernment for §40,000,000. If any definite
.proposition arise from France In time to be
submitted to the committee it will be taken
up and considered, but there is a decided
lack of disposition to delay action on the
canal bill in order to see what sort of a
_proposition will come from France.

: RETURNED FROM WEST POINT.

Congressional Visitors Found Facill-
: ties Entirely Inadequate,

The members of the Benate and House
comimittees on military affairs who went
to West Point last Saturday to inspect the
| needs of the military academy returned to

the | Washington today. They spent Sunday at

‘the academy and found, generally speak-
ing, that the academy buildings were en-
tirely inadequate for the needs of the insti-

BUOYANCY IN PORTO RICO

RECOVERY FROM DEPRESSION OF A
YEAR AGO.

L. & Rowe Speaks Hopefully of the
Future Outlook for the

Island.
-

NEW YORK, Jan. 13—L. 8. Rowe, chair-
man of the law revision commission of
Porte Rico, arrived today from San Juan
on the steamship Ponce. The cudes pre-
pared by this commission are being made
the main subject of discussion at the ses-
slon of the legislative assembly of Porto
Rico, which opened on the 1st of January.
Speaking of the work of the session, Mr.
Rowe said: “The attitude of the legislative
assembly toward the codes submitted by
the commission demonstrates the wide-
spread desire to secure as soon as possible
thg full benefit of American instltutions.
The Foraker act continued in force all the
Spanish laws until amended or repealed by
the local legislative assembly. This work
of amendment has been taken up with great
earnestness. The codes which the legisia-
tive assembly is now considering will bring
the legal system of Porto Rico into close
harmony with the general principles of law
prevailing in the states and territories of
the Unlon, and will. to that extent, encour-

age the influx of American capital to the
island.

“The feeling of buoyancy which now pre-
vails throughout Porto Rico stands in
marked contrast with the depression of two
Vears ago. The Improvement of the credit
of the municipalitigs, as shown by the San
Juan loan. will enable the clties and towns
to undertake much-needed improvements in
drainage, water supply and sanitation. A
final element of strength is added to the
situation by the fact that both political par-
ties have come to the support of the ad-
ministration. At the banquet recently ten-
dered Gov. Hunt the leaders of hoth parties
pledged their support in the efforts for the
advancement of the common interests of
the j=land.” ;

—-—-——“‘_—_.

E_:DIBEZZLERS TO BE BEHEADED,

Corean Government Discovers MHeavy
Stealings by Officials.

TACOMA, Wash.,, January 13.—Mall ad-
vices from Scoul, Corea, via Yokohama, are
to the effect that the checking of the gov-
ernment receipts from taxes and internal
revenue roveals the astonishing fact that
not less than 10,000,000 ven have been em-
bezzled by government officials during the
lagt six years.

Ye Yo Yok, minister of finance, advised
the emperor to pass sentences of death on
all officials who embezzled over 2000 ven.
The emperor's sanction was given over
three weaks ago. and wholesale executions
will soon take place. Eighty officials are
implicated, many of whom have already
been arrested,

Among thosge condemned is Cho Pyng Jik,
an ex-premier. The officials under arrest
claim that the money taken by them was
in payment for salaries or expenses incur-
red in collecting.

MISS KNIGHT GETS 8$5.000.

Duke of Manchester Settles Damnge
Suit Ont of Court.

LONDON, January 13.—The breach of
promise  suit brought by Miss Portla
Knight, the American actress, against the
Duke of Manchester has, after all, been
settied out of court, the duke payving Miss
Knight £16m, and defraying the costs of
the legal proceedings. An agreement was
reached Saturday and the final papers will
be signed Wednesday next, when the money
will be paid.

The lawyers in the case say nothing in
the nature of a grave scandal would have
developed had the suit come to trial, but
unpleasant notoriety would have attended
the reading of love letters, etc.

—_———-—
ELEVATOR BURNS IN CHICAGO.

Fiant of American Matting Company
Damaged §2ZT5,000,
CHICAGO, January 13.—A loss estimated
at nearly $275,000 was caused by a fire that
broke out at 1:45 o'clock this morning in
the plant of the J. F. Weil branch of the
American Malting Company. The property
is situated at 52d street and the Panhandle

rallroad tracks.

The fire started in the elevator, a great
struocture 150 feet high, covering an area
300 by 2 feet and having a capacity of
300,000 bushels of grain. It was filled with
bariey almost to its capaelty. The bulld-
ing was destroyed and the contents is al-
most a total loss,

Adjoining the elevator on the west was
a pickle factory owned by J. Weil. Great
efforts were made to protect this plant, but
it was somewhat damaged.

From the roof of this factory the firemen
fought the flames in the elevator, but they
worked at a great disadvantage, owing to
the great height of the building. When the
flames broke through the roof of the ele-
vator large sheets of iron plates fell from
the building and greatly added to the dan-
ger of the firemen. The sheet iron plates
were red hot and there was sufficient blaze
to throw them clear of the building, en-
dangering the lives of the men working
near.

--———n..-‘-.-__-_

GOV. NASH INAUGURATED.

Exercises at Capitol Followed by =
Big Parade.

COLUMBUS, Ohio, January lo.—George
Kilbon Nash was inaugurated for the sec-
ond time governor of the state of Ohlo at
noon today. The oath of office was admin-
istered to him in the rotunda of the state
capitol by Chief Justice Minshall. The cap-
itol building was appropriately decorated
and the rotunda space was fliled with high
officials and citizens of the state at large.

Music was furnished by the Columbus Re-
publican Glee Club, and after taking the
oath of office Governor Nash delivered his
inaugural address. =

After luncheon there was a big parade
moving over the prinecipal part of High
street, and this was under command of
former Adjutant General Axline. The pa-
rade consisted of six divisions and the
troops from the United States barracks
marching at its head. The National Guard
turned out 1,500 men, under command of
Brigadier General B and the Inde-
pendent military tions of the state
wtre under command of t Thomp-
son of the Ohlo State University. Tre
marching political clubs formed an
tant part of the e. The Blaine Club
of Cincinnati, it of Toledo and
other famous clubs were in line.

In the evening there will be a public re-
;ept!on in the new annex of the state

Oousge. .

FOR RECIPROCITY WITH CANADA.
Chicago Mcrchants WHI Submit Big
Petition to Congress.

FIRST DISTRICT DAY
Three Local Bills Passed by the
House.

-_——

PENSIONS BILL THBEN TAREN UP

Department of Commerce Consid-
ered by Senate.

IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

—— . -

This was District of Columbia day in the
House of Representatives, and Immediately
after the reading of the journal Mr. Bab-
cock (Wia), chairman of the District of
Columbla committee, clalmed the day and
the House proceeded 1o the consideration of
District business.

Three Local Rills Passed.

The first District day 'n the House at the
present session resulted in the passage of
three bills of loeal Interest Practically no
debate was occasloned, and but twenty-five
minutes was necessary to di=pose of all the
matters the District committee had ready
for action.

The first bill considersd was a measure
which passed the House at the last scs=ion,

to confirm title to lot 1, cquare 1113, to Jo-
hanna C. Black.

Regulating Collection of Tases.

Mr. Jenking' bill to regulate the collection
of taxes in the District of Columbia wam
next passed. This bill provides “that here-
after, beginning with the fiscal yvear com-
mencing July 1, 1902, the whole tax on real
and personal property In the D'strict of Co-
lumbia shall be payvable In the month of
May of each year: Provided, however, That
on and after the 1st of November of each
year the tax may be paid in two equal in-
staliments, the first in November and the
second in May, but that no penalty shall
accrue for delinquency until the following
June, as hereinafter provided: or if the
whole or any part of said tax upon real and
personal property shall not be pa‘d before
the first day of June in each vear the same
shall thereafter be in arrears and delin-
quent, and there shall then be added, to be
collected with sald tax, a penalty of 1 per
centum per month upon the amount thereof,
and a like penalty on the first day of each
succeeding month until payment of =ald tax
and penalty, and the whole together shall
constitute the delinquent taw, to be dealt
with in the manner now provided by law.”

Executing Decds in
ninnm.

- Mr. Jenkins' bill to provide for the exesy-
tion In the Phillppine Tslands and In Porto
Rico of deeds for land situate In the Dis-
trict of Columbla was also passed. The bill
was amended at the suggestion of Mr.
Fitzgerald of New York to ineiude other In-
struments affecting lands. Mr. Jenkins
stated that similar provision® had been
made for the territories, which was as fur
as Congress was allowed to legisiate In
this regard. The necessity of this bill I=
owing to the presenee ln our colonial pos-
segsfons of a number of our rexidentg who
are Interested in real estate in the District
of Columbia, such persons being emploved
by the United States government in the
Philippine Islands and whose signatures to
deeds In fee, releases of trusts, ete, are re-
quired in the transfer of real estate In the
District of Columbia, and who are now un-
able to execute any valid deed owing to the
absence of competent authority to take
such acknowledgments, Considerable eom-
pilcation and hardship have becn Imposed
upon owners of real estate in the District
and have delayved necessary seftlements
and releases.
Authority to Print.

A resolution authorizing the committee to
print at its discretlon the matters coming
before 1t was adopted. In explaining the
necessity for this Chalrman Babceock sald’
that the committee was about to begin the
consideration of several important matiers
of which members of the House should be
informed. Among these he mentioned the

personal tax matter, amendments to the
code, the unlon statlon and other matters,

Enastern Star Home.

The bill incorporating the Elstern Star
Home in the District of Columbia, on which
the committee authorizged a favorable re-
port, was not acted upon, as the report au-
thorized had not yet been presented to the
House,

Penslon Apropriation BI.

At the conclusion of the Distriet of Co-
lumbia business the IHouse took up the
pension appropriation bill. Mr. Barney
(Wis.), In charge of the blll, explained that
it carried $139,840.480, as against $145.240,-
230 appropriated for the current year,

The estimates for the parment of pen-
siong decreased from $144 0000 1o SIS -
00,000, He was asked by Mr. Richardson
(Tenn.) why the amount for pensions de-
creased five and a half millions, while the
number of pensioners was said to be larger.

Mr. Barney explained that this was ac-
counted for by .ae fact that the arrearages
were decreasing and the numbir of large
pensions (those from &0 to £5 a month)
was also decreasing. In reply to another
guestion he stated that the commissioner
of pensions belleved that the high tide of
pension payments had been reached and
the amount reguired proably would remain
stationary for some years.

Mr. Bell (Col.) denounced the practices of
the *“pension sharks.” He declared that
they were Importuning soldiers of the
Spanish war and those who had since
served in the Philippines to apply for pen-
sions. He sald that in some caseg soldiers
who were thoroughly examined at the time
of their discharge and found to be per-
fectly sound ylelded to these importunities
and applied for pensions within & month
after their discharge. He made a strong
plea for justice to the soldiers, not only of
the rebelllon, but of the Spanish war. con-
tending that to secure justice for deserving
veterans pensions to the unworthy should
be apposed.

As against the soldier of the rebelilon
who had not applied for a pension untll re-
cent yearshe thought the present commis-
slioner wag too strict, bat in the matter of
ferreting out fraud he thought Commis-
sloner Evans had been unexcelled by any
of his predecessors.

Mr. Groavenor Assalls a Report.
Mr. Grosvenor (Ohlio) secured the floor
and assgiled the rTeport of a commitice of
the G. A. R., made to the Grand Army en-
campment at Cleveland last summer. The

Insular Poases-

himself) the
known as the “preference” pension bill. Mr.
Gresvenor characterized the reporl as “un-
just, unfair and untruthful.”

Mr. Grosvenor sald that during his long
gervice in the House he always had sup-
ported cordially every gencral and special
bill for the benefit of his comrades

hat it contained & would
:;amﬁyammmmnlm
of the rebeilion to a quarter of & miilion




